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The fastest week and a half ever
Starting the second week of
the 2009 Journey to Greece Session
#2 was yet another week filled with
exciting new events, experiences
and accomplishments for our
students. After our special pool
party provided by the Pericles

VISIT TO THE EXARCH OF THE
PATRIARCH OF JERUSALEM

Chapter of AHEPA Hellas on
Sunday, the students were ready to
get back to work! A relaxing day at
the pool served well to prepare us
for another busy week.
On Monday, all students
were business as usual, and all

BRIEFING WITH U.S. AMBASSADOR
DANIEL V. SPECKHARD

classes were back in session with
new assignments and new
challenges. Following the morning
classes, we were once again at the
"Peresteria Taverna" for lunch and
our briefing session. As usual, after
lunch it was back to class and the

MR. DANIEL CHRISTOPOULOS, DIRECTOR OF
DEVELOPMENT FOR THE IOCC SPEAKING TO JOURNEY
STUDENTS

Fastest week (continued)
computer lab to work on
assignments.
On Tuesday, our regular day
of classes was followed by a visit to
the Church of the Holy Sepulcher in
Athens to have a special church
service followed by a discussion
with His Eminence, Damionos, the
Exarch of Jerusalem to Athens. This
delightful experience was
culminated when the Exarch gave
each student a special cross blessed
by the Patriarch of Jerusalem as a
special memento of the visit. The
evening was spent on the rooftop of
the cultural center to share a BBQ
with the national Greek baseball
team.
On Wednesday, July 29th,
the students went up to see the
centerpiece of Athens, the
Acropolis! Enjoying one of the
Wonders of the Ancient World and
tribute to the Golden Age of
Pericles, the climb up to see the
Parthenon is just spectacular! To see
the Parthenon, after visiting the new
Parthenon Museum is truly a

wonderful experience. To see the
Erechtheon and the mythical olive
tree that grows from the seeds of
Athens along with he spring fro
Poseidon's trident is a truly moving
THIS DELIGHTFUL EXPERIENCE
WAS CULMINATED WHEN THE
EXARCH GAVE EACH STUDENT A
SPECIAL CROSS BLESSED BY THE
PATRIARCH OF JERUSALEM AS A
SPECIAL MEMENTO OF THE VISIT

experience. The Propeleya and the
small temple to Niki culminate an
afternoon visit to the Sacred Rock
of Athens.
On Thursday, July 30th,
Journey to Greece was hosted by
the US Embassy for a special
briefing from the Ambassador, the
Hon. Daniel V. Speckhard. The
Ambassador gave the students a
great an in-depth analysis of USGreek relations with special
emphasis on Cyprus, the Halki issue
and the Patriarchate, the Aegean Sea
FROM TOP TO BOTTOM:
HIS
EMINENCE,
DAMIONOS, PASSING OUT
BLESSED CROSSES TO
THE
STUDENTS.;
STUDENTS OUTSIDE OF
T H E C H U RC H AT T H E
EXARCHATE; SONS OF
PERICLES “SOUTH BAY
CHAPTER” IN FRONT OF
THE CHURCH.
LEFT: STUDENTS AT THE
ACROPOLIS.

V IS IT TO T H E U. S . E M B A S S Y

FROM TOP TO BOTTOM, LEFT TO RIGHT:
S T U D E N T S AT T H E U N I T E D S TAT E S
EMBASSY OF ATHENS; PROGRAM DIRECTOR
DR. JAMES F. DIMITRIOU (PSP) WITH
AMBASSADOR DANIEL V. SPECKARD; THE
AMBASSADOR GIVING STUDENTS A
BRIEFING ON AMERICAN FOREIGN POLICY
I N G R E EC E; S T U D E N T S P E A K I N G
PERSONALLY WITH THE AMBASSADOR.

Fastest week
(continued)
dispute with Turkey; the Visa Waiver
Program promoted by AHEPA; the
FYROM issue and Turkey's application
for EU membership. The Ambassador
also commented on the situation with
the high level of illegal immigrants in
Greece. Students were given amble time
to ask questions and discuss issues with
the Ambassador, who ended his talk
with recommendations for students
wishing a career in foreign service.
After the Embassy, our students
visited the famous Benaki Museum of
folk arts and the Greek War of
Independence. Here they visited the
great costume and religious art
collection as well the the wonderful
i t e m s t h e h i g h l i g h t t h e G re e k
Revolutionary War. The museum's
collection of historical items from 1821
to the Smyrna Catastrophe of 1922 is
the best of its kind in the world.
On Friday, students in Dr.
Dimitriou's "The EU and Greek Foreign
Policy" class were able to have Mr. Dan
C h r i s t o pou los, the Di rector of
Development for the IOCC
(International Orthodox Christian
Charities) and Dimitrije Djukic, the
Project Manager in Greece. Students
were able to see a video on how the
IOCC helped fire victims and farmers
during the destructive fires of two years
ago. The presentation offered
opportunities for student interns and
volunteers in future projects.
On Saturday, our students were
treated to a wonderful Pool Party at the
private residence of Brother Ahepan,
Captain George Lertas. The afternoon
and early evening were spent enjoying
the gracious hospitality of Captain
Lertas and the AHEPA chapter with
swimming and an amazing BBQ of
everything the heart desires to sample!
A very big "efaristo" to AHEPA for this
event!

WEEK S T WO & T H R EE I TI N ERA RY
MONDAY, JULY 27
• Students were back in their classes after a very busy and eventful weekend. All classes were back
into regular session along with the completion of the first set of assignments and papers for all
students.
TUESDAY, JULY 28
• After another day of class, the Journey to Greece students were taken to the Exarchate of the
Patriarch of Jerusalem in Athens. Here students visited the historic Church of the Exarchate for a
short service and a talk from His Eminence, Archmandrate Damianos, the Exarch of the
Patriarchate of Jerusalem. After the formal visit, His Eminence distributed gold crosses to each of
the students. With a short break for refreshments, our visit ended.
• In the evening, Journey students joined with the National Greek Baseball team for a BBQ at the
UINDY Cultural Center below the Acropolis. Here our students saw a video on the history of the
Greek Olympic Baseball team and the contribution of Greek Americans to the effort. Following
this, all attended the BBQ for Souvklakia, hamburgers and hot dogs.
WEDNESDAY, JULY 29
• Again, after a busy day of class, students met for their historic trip to the Acropolis to view the
emblem of the Golden Age of Pericles, the sacred hill of the Acropolis along with one of the Seven
Wonders of the Ancient World, the Parthenon. Along with the Erechtheon, Propylaea, the Temple of
Nike and the open air museum of the Miracle of Classical Greece, our students spent the
remainder of the afternoon enjoying the beauty of the ancient rock.
THURSDAY, JULY 30
• Today following our classes, students met for a visit to the U.S. Embassy and remarks and question
and answer session from the Hon. Daniel V. Speckhard. Here our students had the opportunity to
hear the Ambassador's remarks on US-Greek Relations as well as questions from the students on
such topics as Turkish aggression in the Aegean; Cyprus negotiations; Turkey's EU application; the
status of the Ecumenical Patriarch and the Halki Seminary and FYROM.
• Following the Embassy, students went to the famous Benaki Museum of Folk Art. Here Journey
students were able to see the wonderful collection of folk art; classical Greek costumes; ancient
artifacts; Byzantine Ikons and religious collection and the fabulous collection from the Greek War
of Independence through the term of Prime Minister Eleftherios Venezelos and the Smyrna
Catastrophe. Included here is the first Greek Constitution that was presented in 1843 in the
Square that still bears its name "Syntagma" or Constitution Square.
FRIDAY, JULY 31
• On this day, Mr. Daniel Christopoulos, the Director of Development of the International Orthodox
Christian Charities (IOCC) and Mr. Dimitrije Djukic, the Project Manager for Greece. After seeing a
video and a presentation on the devastation of the Greek fires of 2006, students were told of the
broad efforts of the IOCC as an NGO (non-governmental organization) in aiding people from
Lebanon, Albania, Ethiopia and Zimbabwe, as well as other areas. Mr. Christopoulos concluded with
a talk on how students can become Interns and volunteers for the IOCC during and after their
university years.
SATURDAY, AUGUST 1
• This was a very special day for the Journey to Greece. The Piraeus Chapter of AHEPA sponsored a
wonderful day at the summer villa of AHEPAN, Captain George Lertas. Spending the day at this
beautiful resort home and having a BBQ of souvklakia, loukanika and much more while enjoying the
day at the pool. Our Journey students learned the real meaning of Greek hospitality and the
comfort of knowing that wherever there is an AHEPA chapter, to know that they are they are there
to provide support and help our students.
SUNDAY, AUGUST 2
• Many students attended Divine Liturgy this morning and the Regimental changing of the Evzone,
Presidential Guards at the ceremony at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. Day at leisure for
students to get caught up on their assignments and reading or just catch the tram for a trip to
Voula and a nice swim.
MONDAY, AUGUST 3
• After a full day of classes, our students boarded their private couch for a wonderful ride down the
South Coast to the tip of the Attica Peninsula. Here students were able to take a swim and enjoy
the lovely beaches before proceeding down the coast to Cape Sounion. By sunset, the students
arrived at the spectacular Temple of Poseidon, built during the Golden Age of Pericles to view one
of the most romanticized sunsets in history. Sponsored by the grant from the National Hellenic
Society, the Journey to Greece enjoyed this historic scene, before moving on for a traditional
taverna dinner on the seacoast before returning to Athens.
TUESDAY, AUGUST 4
• Students again had a full day of classes and studies. Afternoon visit to the National Archaeological
Museum of Greece to view some of the greatest treasures of ancient Greece. Evening devoted to
studies and preparation for final papers and reports.
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 5
• Final day for students to complete their term projects, final papers and exams before departing on
our 6 day excursion to Constantinople.

VI SI T W I T H T H E E XA RCH OF JERUSALEM

SESSION TWO STUDENTS WITH HIS EMINENCE,
EXARCH DAMIONOS

STUDENTS IN FRONT OF THE UINDY MAIN
CAMPUS BUILDING

Fastest week
(continued)
Sunday was a free day for
students to catch up on their studies,
attend Divine Liturgy and catch the
regimental changing of the Presidential
Evzone Guards at the ceremony at the
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier in
Syntagma Square. Rest of the day at
leisure.
The start of week #3 was
another eventful week of activities,
studies and excursions. Monday,
August 3rd had a full day of classes
and studies. In the late afternoon, our
students traveled by private motor
coach down along the Attica
peninsula. We first stopped for a nice
swim at one of the amazing beaches
along the coast. Following the swim,
we traveled to the southern most
peninsula of Attica, to come to Cape
Sounion. Sponsored by the National
Hellenic Society, our students would
have a memorable day visiting one of
Greece's most important
archaeological sites. The students
arrived in time to see one of the most
spectacular sunsets that history
records. It is here that the students
would enjoy one of the greatest works
of the Golden Age of Pericles, the
Doric Temple of Poseidon. Journey
members would view the sunset as
Lord Byron did in a previous era while
delighting in one of the most beautiful
temples set off against the Aegean
Sea. Following our visit, we would
proceed down the coast to stop and
enjoy a traditional taverna dinner, again
sponsored by NHS for the Journey to
Greece!
On Tuesday, August 4th, our
students would be back to a busy day
of class work, completing reports,
presentations and preparing for
exams. The afternoon was available for

BENAKI MUSEUM

a visit to the National Archaeological Museum to see some of the greatest
treasures of classical Greek civilization.
Wednesday, August 5th is the last day for our regular session of classes.
Students would turn in their final projects and reports and then back to
prepare for our six day excursion to Constantinople!

P HOTOS F RO M W E E K T WO & T H R EE

FROM TOP TO BOTTOM, LEFT TO RIGHT:
STUDENTS AT THE HOME OF MR. GEORGE LATRAS
FOR A PARTY HOSTED BY AHEPA CHAPTER HJ-9;
MR. DIMITRI DJUKIC, PROJECT MANAGER OF THE
IOCC AT ATHENS, SPEAKING WITH THE CLASS;
STUDENTS LISTENING TO THE DIRECTOR OF
DEVELOPMENT AT THE IOCC, MR. DANIEL
CHRISTOPOULOS; ENJOYING THE POOL AT THE
AHEPA-SPONSORED PARTY.

AHEPAN Brother George Lertas hosts the AHEPA Piraeus–Themistocles
Chapter HJ-9 Journey to Greece Pool Party and BBQ at his mountain villa
residence north of Athens
We were welcomed by his two
Labradors Ektor & Pari who became the
life of the day. The tables were ready with
platters of cold watermelon, cold drinks
and music coming from the guest house
wing. We were blessed with a cool breeze
and a sunny day, but even if it had rained
the property has a full size taverna dining
room building. Before enjoying the pool we
experienced picking our own tomatoes,
cucumbers and vegetables from the Lertas
family garden and made our fresh horiatiki
salata. In addition there are now also
several JtG figs trees we planted which will
be ready for picking for next year’s group
to enjoy during their pool par ty
experience.
For the thirty plus people who
enjoyed the day, there was enough food
and drinks for sixty people, gyro, kebabs,
soutzoukakia, loukanika, keftedes, pitas,
green and red peppers, and much more.
There was ice cream, the best
galatobouriko ever made, baklava kataifi
lots of grapes and fruits. For sure we did
not leave feeling hungry! The green lawn
area provided a great relaxation and
tanning opportunity while others enjoyed
stimulating conversation and discussions in
the gazebo along with a glass of the family
wine from their own homegrown vineyards
made by Dr. Alexander Lertas (George’s
brother).

Along with Piraeus Chapter HJ-9
President Pantelis Maravellias, AHEPA
HELLAS District 25 Officer, V-P of
Philanthropy Thanasis Papantonopoulos,
AHEPA Pericles HJ-10 President Anastos
Dimitropoulos, George Dussias, PDG,
Lambros Sourbis of Zakynthos Chapter
HJ-5 were present and assisted to make
the day fun for the JtG students. UINDY
Vice Chancellor Peter Wilkins with his wife
as well as Pericles chapter member Brother
Radamathis-Antonios Anastasakis (an
instructor of Ancient Greek language) with
his wife, and Peter Mitillineos and his wife
from California, Daughters of Penelope
members Jenny Diamantis and Katerina
Diamantis all got involved with the students
and engaged in various discussions and
stimulated their desire to learn about
Hellenism. A few joined in the raising of the
Greek and American flags along with Mr.
Lertas, who is also the Piraeus
Themistocles HJ-9 Chapter Secretary.
Piraeus President Maravellias
wished the students a great stay and hoped
that what they take back with them is a
stronger love of their heritage and desire
to learn the Greek Language.
Our thanks to Brother Thanasis
Papantonopoulos and his company AKTIS
AV team who is preparing a video of the
day and will be up on YouTube and our
AHEPA Blogs soon.

C A PE S O U N I O N E X C U R S I O N

SAY IN G G O O DB Y E TO AT H E N S

STUDENTS IN FRONT OF THE TEMPLE OF
POSEIDON AT CAPE SOUNION

Background on the UIndy
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HELLENEXT INTERN
• Joseph Skarzenski

The University of Indianapolis,
Athens Campus was charted in 1989, with
the purpose of offering a quality American
education experience. Since its inception,
the University has grown to become one of
the leaders in higher education in Greece.
As well as its 39 bachelor’s degrees and 11
master’s degrees the UIndy Athens offers
the Odyssey in Athens semester study
abroad program. UIndy Athens also
partners with AHEPA to offer the Journey
to Greece Program and many other
institutions in the US and other countries
to create special study abroad experiences
for students.
-Peter Wilkins, Ph.D.
Vice-Chancellor of Institutional Advancement,
UIndy Journey to Greece Coordinator

Greetings from
Greece!
Wow, it
is hard to believe
that another week
and a half have past and session
two students are already leaving
Athens. Between classes and all of
our amazing visits, the final days
before our trip to Constantinople
just flew by. While many students
including myself wish they had
more time in the city, we are all
excited for the adventures that lay
ahead of us in the next week on
the road. Make sure to check the
blog so you can follow the
students every step of the way.
Thanks for reading!
http://journeytogreece2009.wordpress.com

-Joseph Skarzenski
Student Correspondent

